
My name is Brynn Lipstreu. I live in Scotland, Connecticut. I fully support HB 5372 

An Act Concerning Dyslexia Instruction Offered in Teacher Preparation Programs.  

I am the mother of a wonderful seven year old girl, Emily.  When I noticed her 

struggles with reading last year, the school told me she was "fine".  As an educator 

myself, I knew that this was not the case and that the earlier she had intervention, 

the better the long term outcomes would be.  I am well aware of the research in 

reading and the transition that take place in grade three from learning to read to 

reading to learn.  Without the foundational skills in place, Emily would face life long 

challenges.  As the school failed to recognize the need for intervention, I took my 

daughter to a neuropsychologist for testing.  Testing did indicate that she is 

dyslexic.  I signed off on all release forms for the school to communicate with the 

neuropsychologist.  My goal was to all parties work together to create a plan that 

would allow Emily the tools necessary to reach her full potential.  Even with a 21 

page neuropsychologist's report, diagnosis, suggested modifications, 

accommodations, and programs, I was met with serious denial from the 

school.  From March of 2017 to May of 2017, I requested 6 PPTs as the school was 

not willing to qualify Emily for specialized services regardless of her diagnosis or 

the fact that she was behind in reading a full grade level.  I was met with comments 

such as, "she doesn't need to learn to spell with spellcheck" or "this is interesting 

because she writes cat tac every time."  These comments, and more, were just the 

beginning of a realization that many of the people that sat around the PPT table did 

not, in fact, have any idea what dyslexia truly was or how to best help a child 

access learning that is dyslexic.   

Without a solid understanding of dyslexia on the school's part, I have been met with 

many frustrations with Emily's education.  For example, this year, her teacher has 

had many mishaps when implementing her page 8 accommodations and 

modifications.  She has taken a child that has clinically slow processing due to her 

brain organization differences (dyslexia), and made her take tests in the classroom 

with peers, despite the clear "tests in alternate settings" accommodation.  She has 

given a child that cannot read past a beginning of first grade level a packet of word 

study sheets way beyond her reading abilities in an effort to have some Christmas 

"fun".  It is clear that there is no understanding of what dyslexia is or how it has an 

effect on a whole child.  Despite constant communication in an effort to educate 

about dyslexia, my efforts are met with more denial and comments that Emily "looks 

okay".   

Emily has yet to have a teacher that has fully understood the differences in the 

thinking of a typical child with dyslexia.  If she was to experience such a teacher, 

her world of learning would open up.  She would no longer fear the general 

education classroom that is full of words she cannot read.  She would no longer see 

herself as "dumb" because she cannot read like some of her peers.  If Emily were to 

experience a teacher that learned what dyslexia was and how to best educate the 

significant population that has dyslexia, an environment would be created that 

fostered her way of thinking and learning.  If teachers were trained to understand 

dyslexia and how to best educate children with dyslexia (in a multi-sensory way, 

which, honestly, all children benefit from at such an early age), districts would save 

money as the earlier the interventions, they better the outcomes, meaning less 

children would need to qualify for specialized individual educational plans (IEPs).   

As the mother of a child with dyslexia as well as an educator, I firmly believe it is 



the responsibility of the educational system to educate ALL children.  With the 

research that is now know about dyslexia and the significant population that 

experiences some level of this specific learning difference, it is a disservice to not 

equipped our teachers with knowledge that will best help all children access 

learning and reach their full potential in the educational forum.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Brynn Lipstreu 

 


